THE NEED FOR SCHOOL PLACES IN SOUTH WEST ENFIELD

There is no doubt that there is a looming shortage of primary school places in Enfield as a whole.  South West Enfield is probably not exceptional in this regard.  But it is a large area.  I have obtained some additional figures from the council which break down the projected requirement by smaller areas.  
Enfield now uses six (formerly twelve) planning areas for primary schools.  South West Enfield consists of three of the old planning areas: Winchmore Hill, Boundary and Bowes & Southgate Green (see map provided by council).  The Grovelands school would just sit within the West Central planning area (which is the old Highlands area renamed), not be in South West Enfield.  However, the projected disparity between demand and supply in the planning area within which the school would actually sit are clearly relevant.

[image: image1.png]LB Enfield: Old Primary Areas Grouped Into Six New Areas

04

B Pk e Toun

L

Legend

o sieet

] New Primary Planning Areas |
5




 [image: image2.png]N TrentRar v

./ WESTCENTRAL

c-ciioe- ENEIELD (formerly.

. Highlands)
\




  
Figure 1: Planning areas within S W Enfield (source: LBE)         Figure 2: Primary schools in S W and W C Enfield (Source:LSA)                                                                   
The council has made projections of the future entry requirement in each of these planning areas for years up to 2019/20.
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Table 1: Primary places shortfall: S W Enfield & W C Enfield (LBE data, adding 5% to GLA demand projections, supplied Autumn 2013)
The picture for South West Enfield as a whole looks grim, with at least five extra forms required (after taking into account expansion at Garfield and Highfield).  However, for West Central Enfield, where the school would be located, the projected shortfall is at worst small in each year.  This is before taking into account the extra places which would become available from an Ashmole primary school. 
The council also supplied data for the smaller old planning areas.  Looking at the three old planning areas that the council now defines as being within South West Enfield, Winchmore (in which the eastern half of the Lakes Estate sits) has a fairly small deficit. 
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Table 2: Primary shortfalls within S W Enfield (LBE data, adding 5% to GLA demand projections, supplied April 2014)

The bulk is concentrated in the other two planning areas.  Bowes/Southgate Green would get some relief from the Ashmole primary.  Boundary would get very little, so the percentage shortfall in Boundary planning area is even more alarming than at first sight.  

It seems odd on the face of it to position a new school on the border of Winchmore Hill and Highlands (and of course Bowes/Southgate Green) rather than further south where the biggest problems seem set to arise.

We can also look at the London Schools Atlas, recently put on line at http://www.london.gov.uk/webmaps/lsa/ by the GLA.  This gives projected changes in primary age children by LSOA (Lower Level Super Output Area – just wards broken down further) between 2012 and 2017.  Different measure, different timescale but worth a look.
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Figure 3: Projected growth in primary age population between 2012 and 2017 by Local Super Output Area (source: London Schools Atlas)
The darker the shading, the bigger the increase.  The area south of the NCR stands out (Bowes ward as a whole shows a 26% increase).  The increase is also a bit higher in Palmers Green and Winchmore Hill than in the Southgate and Southgate Green areas.
This suggests that not only is the problem at its worst in the Boundary and Bowes & Southgate Green planning areas, but is likely to be at its worst at the NCR end, a long way from Grovelands.

I would not claim that any of this is absolutely conclusive.   Pupils go to schools outside their planning areas, and a new school in one place could free up spaces in an adjacent school, and so on.  And it would be wrong simply to adopt an “I’m Alright Jack” approach and pull up the drawbridge.  But if the aim is to provide local primary schools for local pupils across South West Enfield as a whole, it surely makes sense to look for sites closer to the areas where the shortfall is greatest.

It’s also true that figures of this sort can hide smaller scale problems.  Even where there is little or no shortfall overall, this could be because one school has a poor reputation.  Or there could be “dead spots” which are just a bit too far away from all the available schools to get in on distance criteria.  It is an unfortunate and unfair consequence of the admissions system that those furthest away from a primary school suffer a double penalty, as their children are only likely to get into the few schools with vacancies, potentially far away.  

The Lakes Estate appears to be one of these “dead spots”.  We hear that you have to live within spitting distance of Walker to get in.
I have obtained data from the council on primary admissions in recent years, breaking them down by the criterion on which they were admitted – siblings, geographical and other.  And, for the geographical element, the furthest distance away that a pupil comes from.  Here are the data for Walker.
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Table 3: Basis of admission and “furthest distance” for Walker admissions 2006-2012 (derived from LBE data)
The “furthest distance” for Walker is generally low but the often quoted figure for 2012 was unusually low.  However, so was the number admitted on geographical grounds, mainly because the number of siblings was so high.  The 2013 figures are pretty similar to those for the years preceding 2012, both in terms of “furthest distance” and numbers of siblings..
Here are some comparative “furthest distance” figures for other local schools, and – this is the point where I am being selective - other Enfield schools with low distances.  
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Table 4: “Furthest distance” for local primaries and other selected Enfield primaries (LBE data)
Perhaps Walker is not that unusual, though some low distances elsewhere could reflect local geography.

The London Schools Atlas is fascinating!  You can use it to show which LSOAs a primary school’s pupils come from.   And also, for each LSOA, which primary schools its pupils attend.  Both indicators would of course include siblings and so on, as well as those admitted on a geographical basis.  And people can move after their child has been admitted.  Phoney residence is also thought to be big problem at Walker, one which is difficult to avoid for a very popular school.
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Figure 4: Walker pupils of all ages by area (LSOA) of residence (Source: London School Atlas)

You can also look at the primaries that pupils living in each LSOA attend. 
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“Eastern Lakes Estate”

Figure 5: Primaries attended by pupils living on one LSOA within the Lakes Estate (Source: London Schools Atlas)

The obvious follow on point is – what happens later at secondary level?  There is no obligation to provide a secondary place within walking distance, so the issues are unlikely to be as localised.  There is a secondary school version of the London Schools Atlas, though that works at ward rather than LSOA level.  
Michael Clary

30 April 2014 (based on GLA demand projections plus 5%, as used by LBE)
